"LAUGH AND GROW FAT"

instructions were simple to follow. Prosecuting Counsel
also used the ratepayers5 money in showing the working of
" the little stockbroker." Mr. J. C. Jackson, K.C., had
considerable luck with his first venture; for to the general
amusement he drew four pennies. " Put it in the till,"
said Curtis. Mr. Jackson : " It is not out of the till. I
have played so long and it has cost the ratepayers three-
pence/3

Curtis suggested that the Bench should dismiss the
summons, saying that it was perfectly plain that the Lan-
cashire lads and lassies who came to Blackpool could not
lose money if they followed the directions provided with
the machines. But a police inspector had said that at the
amusement arcade there was no kind gentleman giving a
kindergarten lesson, as Sir Henry had done, to those who
wanted to play/ The~case was sent to the Quarter Sessions,
and once again the machine was produced in Court, and
Mr. Jackson placed the ratepayers3 money into " the little
stockbroker " and demonstrated that on each occasion he
lost money. Curtis again submitted that there was no case
and said he hoped the Postmaster General would never have
to meet a charge of keeping gaming-houses as a result of
building telephone-boxes, in which the rules of play were
as complicated as those for manipulating "the little
stockbroker." "Unless you read these instructions in
telephone boxes it is a game anyone can play," said
Curtis.

" There is a certainty that you will never get more out
than you put in," said Mr. Jackson.

But Curtis lost his case, and the defendants were bound
over, Mr. Justice Avory confirming the decision some weeks
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